
PERSONAL. INTERVIEW OF LEO: J. 
Conducted on October 6, 197 6 by David V. 7 .. 
At the Veterans' Administration Kospitol!,. 


McMAHON, M.D'. 

Shinn 6 Bernard V. O'Neill 
6th Avenue, Tucson, Arizona 


At the invitation of John R:. Harlin, we met with Dr. McMahon 
at the Veterans' Adiminist.ration Hospital. in Tucson, Arizona.. Dr. 
McMahon is a. hematologist and. oncologist assigned! to the Veterans.' 
Administration hospital and our neeting, took place in a small office 
on the: third, floor of the. outpatients: 1 treatment building! in the: 
Department of Hematology and Oncology. 


We waited to speak with Dr. McMahon in the visiting room 
adjoining the Department of Hematology and Oncology. V7e noted that 
of the five pajama; clad patients in. the visitors room> all were 
smoking cigarettes at one time or another. 


Dr. McMahon obviously did! not wish to speak with us on 
the: subject, but apparently due to: Harbin 1 s presence decided that 
he would talk with us. for a few moments.. 

Dr ., McMahon: stated that he was first contacted about making 
the film: with Peter Taylor by a doctor at the National Institute 
of Health, who telephoned him. He stated that the doctor was no 
longer located at the NIH and has taken a faculty position another 

medical school. Dr. McMahon stated! that he could not recall the 
name of the doctor from NIH that had initially contacted hinw Dr. 

McMahon was subsequently contacted! by Peter Taylor and! arrangements 
were made for the filming of Harlin and Dr. McMahon,. 

Dr. McMahon stated that he knew none of the other .actors 
involved! in the film project. He did acknowledge that he hac in 
fact furnished 1 a polarof / snapshot of Harlin attired in his western 
dress and that he had talked to: Harlin about making the film. 

Dr. McMahon stated that he was first contacted several 
months prior to the filming about making: it and that he thought 
that he was actually filmed some time in August of thus year. 

Dr . McMahon stated that he gave Peter Taylor on _y his 
verbal permission, to ure that portion of the film in which, he is 
shown.. He has not seen the film nor heard from, Peter T: cor since 
the filming took place. The footage of the doctor was .h ut at the 
medical school at the University of Arizona. Dr. McMahcc volunteered 
that he had! obtained permission from the school for, making the film. 

VJhen Dr. McMahon had initially been contacted by the doctor 
from NIH! he had been advised! that the film makerc ware interested 
in lung cancer patients: who> smoked and who: also: rad a western appearance. 
He stated' that he immediately .thrcugiht of John Karlin and arranged 
to get a picture of him in his western attire. 
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'jjr Dr. McMahon refused to discuss Mr. Harlin 1 s medical history 

without a written authorization. Harlin stated that he would do 
whatever Dr. McMahon said to do and would not release his records 
unless his; doctor advised, him to do so. 

Dr. McMahon replied that he had no influence over Harlin., 
but in his view "it was not in Illarlin’s advantage" to release: the 
records to us. Harlin: stated that he would therefore not release 
the records; to us. and also- remarked that he had given, us all the 
information about his. medical history anyway dluring our visit the 
previous evening. 

Dr. McMahon in answer to a question! about his advise to 
Harlin to quit smoking, stated that he advised no person to smoke 
and that he had in fact advised Harlin to quit smoking on several 
occassions. 

V7hen I asked Dr. McMahon whether he had ever told Harlin 
that his lung cancer was caused by smoking. Dr. McMahon replied 
that he had advised Harlin that cigarette smoking was "associated" 
with lung cancer in his opinion. Wien I pressed him for verification 
as to whether he believed that Harlin * s cigarette smoking had actually 
caused his lung cancer. Dr. McMahon said he wasn't interested in 
getting into "word games or arguments" on the subject. 

Dr. McMahon said that he was: not aware of the exact form 
that the; film was to take. He was certain it was to be an anti- 
smoking film made for the purpose of demonstrating the "harmful 
effects" of cigarette smoking., He was not aware that Marlboro cigarettes 
were to be featured in the film;.. 

After leaving Dr. McMahon and thanking him for his time, 

Harlin walked out with us and we parted on a friendly note. 



Bernard V. O'Neill 


Dated October 6, 1976 
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